
 1 of 2

aleba gartner associates 
134 henry street • suite 607 • new york, ny  10002 
tel: 212/206-1450 • e-mail: a@alebagartner.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                               Press Contacts:  
October 31, 2008                        Aleba Gartner, 212/206-1450; a@alebagartner.com 
Tickets & Information: 212/854-7799; www.millertheatre.com          Lauren Bailey, 212/854-2382; lrb2113@columbia.edu 
   
 
 
 
 

 

“It’s easy to think of the Miller Theatre at Columbia University as a new-music haunt, but it has a significant early-music  
program too, specializing in Renaissance and Baroque vocal works.”   —The New York Times 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Early Music 
VOX CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR 
Thursday, December 4, 8:00PM 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin (145 W. 46th St.) 
The superb Vox Vocal Ensemble tells the Christmas story in liturgical order with readings and music. 
This program incorporates holiday tunes with little-known masterpieces inspired by the Christmas story. 

 
PROGRAM:  Henry Prentyce    Magnificat 
    Jean Mouton    Illuminare, illuminare Jerusalem 

William Byrd     Vigilate 
      Lullaby, my sweet little baby 
Richard Dering    Quem vidistis 
Jacobus Vaet     Hodie nobis de caelo 
Robert Cowper    Gloria in excelsis 
Pierre de Manchicourt   Reges terrae 
Diogo Diaz Melgás   Adjuva nos 
Anonymous    Gabriel from heaven came 
      Orientis partibus 
      Coventry Carol 

  
ARTISTS:   Vox Vocal Ensemble 
   George Steel, conductor 
 
BIOS:  Vox Vocal Ensemble, called “superb” by The New York Times, was founded by George Steel 

in 1992. Since that time, Vox has become one of the most sought-after vocal ensembles in 
New York, performing in such varied contexts as an all-Penderecki concert in the presence of 
the composer, music of Messiaen at the Lincoln Center Festival, and ancient Greek chant on 
Maurizio Pollini’s Carnegie Hall Perspectives series. Vox Vocal Ensemble performs an annual 
concert of holiday music at the Guggenheim Museum, was a featured ensemble in the MATA 
Festival, and attracts sell-out audiences for Miller Theatre’s Early Music series. Last season’s 
performances included a concert devoted to the music of Robert Parsons, an evening featuring 
overlooked works written for the Sarum Rite, and a landmark performance in Miller Theatre’s 
Stravinsky Festival at the Park Avenue Armory. 
 

MILLER THEATRE AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
celebrates the season with two Christmas-themed concerts this December: 

 

Early Music: Vox Christmas Spectacular 
George Steel returns to conduct Vox in songs inspired by the Christmas story. 

Thursday, December 4, 8:00PM at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin 
 

Bach and the Baroque: Bach for Christmas 
Clarion Music Society performs three festive cantatas for the Christmas season. 

Wednesday, December 10, 8:00PM at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin 
 

Tickets: $35 • Students w/ ID: $21 
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Having served as executive director of Columbia University’s Miller Theatre from 1997-2008, 
GEORGE STEEL recently took the helm at Dallas Opera as its general manager. Steel has 
earned a national reputation for innovative programming and audience building. He received 
the 2004-2005 ASCAP-Chamber Music America Award for Adventurous Programming of 
Contemporary Music; the 2003 Trailblazer Award from the American Music Center; the 2003 
ASCAP Concert Music Award; and the 2001-2002 ASCAP-CMA Award.  Steel is the founder 
of groups dedicated to Renaissance vocal polyphony (Vox Vocal Ensemble), Baroque period-
instrument performance (Gotham City Baroque Orchestra), and works of the 19th, 20th, and 
21st centuries (Gotham City Orchestra and Sinfonietta). 
 

Bach and the Baroque 
BACH FOR CHRISTMAS 
Wednesday, December 10, 8:00PM 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin (145 W. 46th St.) 
In a festive welcome to the holiday season, the Clarion Music Society, called “legendary” by The New 
Yorker, performs some of Bach’s most beloved Christmas music. Bach’s theatrical retelling of the 
Christmas story contains some of the most joyous holiday music ever written. New York’s own period-
instrument ensemble will lead the celebration with an enlarged orchestra and virtuosic soloists.  
 
PROGRAM: J. S. Bach  Christmas Cantata II from the Christmas Oratorio 
      Cantata ‘Ich freue mich in dir’, BWV 133 
      Cantata ‘Herr Gott, dich lob,en wir’, BWV 16 
 
ARTISTS:  Clarion Music Society 
  Steven Fox, artistic director 
 
ARTISTS: CLARION MUSIC SOCIETY fills a niche in New York's musical scene, performing lost or rarely 

heard works from the 18th and 19th centuries, repertoire from the Baroque, Classical, and Romantic 
periods on period instruments, and introducing outstanding international soloists. The first period-
instrument orchestra with a regular concert season in New York, Clarion was founded in 1957 by 
philanthropist Thomas Newbold Morgan and Newell Jenkins, renowned musicologist and conductor.  
In 2005, Steven Fox was appointed as artistic director and under his direction the Clarion Music 
Society has performed programs at the Church of St. Ignatius Loyola; a program of C. P. E. Bach, 
Haydn, and Vivaldi at The Morgan Library & Museum; two Eastern Enlightenment concerts; and an  
evening of music from the court of Frederick the Great at Carnegie Hall. 
  

   American conductor STEVEN FOX is the artistic director of New York's Clarion Music Society 
and music director, principal conductor, and founder of Musica Antiqua St. Petersburg in Russia. 
Fox began studying music at the Horace Mann School, and then went on to study music and Russian 
at Dartmouth College and at the Royal Academy of Music in London. Last season, Fox served as the 
cover conductor for the New York City Opera's productions of Handel’s Agrippina and Purcell’s 
King Arthur. This season, he travels to Lithuania to conduct the Jauna Muzika Choir and Orchestra 
in Handel’s Judas Maccabeus. He will also conduct the American premiere of Evstigney Fomin’s 
melodrama Orfei at the Massachusetts International Festival of the Arts. 

 
 

Columbia University’s Miller Theatre is located north of the Main Campus Gate 
at 116th St. & Broadway on the ground floor of Dodge Hall. 

 
For tickets, the public should call the Miller Theatre Box Office at 212/854-7799, M–F, 12–6PM.  

Tickets can also be purchased online at www.millertheatre.com. 
 

For further information, press tickets, and to arrange interviews,  
please contact Aleba Gartner Associates at 212/206-1450 or a@alebagartner.com. 

 
For photos, please contact Lauren Bailey at 212/854-2382 or lrb2113@columbia.edu. 

 
 

Major support for Early Music is provided by The Reed Foundation, Inc. and The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation.  
Major support for Bach and the Baroque is provided by The Reed Foundation, Inc. 
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